
  

 
HHoommee  LLeeaarrnniinngg  PPoolliiccyy  

 
 
Why do we need a written home learning policy? 
At Redlands Community Primary School, we look for opportunities to provide quality home 
learning projects that support our creative curriculum and give scope for our pupils to 
make their own decisions about how to achieve the task outcomes. We encourage pupils 
to consider their own learning styles and begin to take ownership in how they would like 
their project to look. Our home learning projects will last approximately six weeks and will 
require children, with the support from their parents, to decide on time scales for 
completion of the project. We believe that parents play a very important role in the 
development of our pupil’s skills and knowledge. Therefore, we actively encourage our 
parents to be involved in the home learning projects to ensure the best outcomes for our 
pupils. 
 
Home learning is set by class teachers who decide how it can best support teaching and 
learning in the classroom. A written policy makes the purpose of home learning and the 
basic principles we follow in setting and marking home learning, clear to everyone 
involved. 
Staff, governors, parents, carers and children know that the purpose of home learning is 
to: 
 
 Support learning in the classroom and to raise the standards of achievement. 
 Enhance the learning experience for each pupil. 
 Identify and highlight pupil development and pupil needs 
 Ensure that parents and carers have clear expectations about their role and that of 

the pupil. 
 To prepare pupils for the next stage of education. 
 To support our whole school improvement plan. 
 
 
 

At Redlands Community Primary School we try to make home learning an enjoyable and 
positive experience. In particular out home learning policy will achieve: 
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 A consistent approach to setting, monitoring and marking home learning 
throughout the school. 

 Differentiation between the needs and learning targets of pupils so that it both 
challenges and supports student’s progression as pupils mature and become 
independent learners. 

 Opportunities for extended reading at all ages. 
 Reinforcement and consolidation of learning at all stages of development. 
 Partnership for parents, carers and pupils in the learning process. 
 Extra support for children with particular needs. 

 
This policy is also available to: 
 Redlands Community Primary School Governors. 
 All staff (permanent, temporary, supply or otherwise) 
 Parents and carers (on the website) 
 Advisers/Inspectors 

 
The policy can also be found in the master policy file. 
 
What do we mean by home learning? 
At Redlands Community Primary School we define the term ‘home learning’ widely, to 
mean any work or activities which pupils are asked to do outside lesson time, either on 
their own, at Home Learning clubs or with parents or carers. Children perform at their best 
when school and home work together. Home learning is an opportunity for parents to 
become active partners in supporting learning. Home learning should also be enjoyable for 
the child involved and should stimulate imagination and creativity as well as reinforcing 
what is taught in the classroom. Children generally enjoy continuing their activities and 
sharing their experiences and ideas and bringing work started at home back into school. 
Home learning can cover a very wide range of activities, depending on the age of the child, 
but throughout the primary years a consistent emphasis will be put on reading for 
pleasure and purpose as part of home learning. 
 
Why is home learning important? 
At Redlands Community Primary School home learning is a vital means of helping to raise 
pupil achievement and of enabling the school to offer some pastoral support beyond the 
school day. As such, at Redlands Community Primary School we believe home learning 
requires a vital commitment by teachers, pupils and parents. Teachers are required to set 
home learning under this policy. 
Home learning is important for the primary pupil because it provides as means for pupils: 
 
 To consolidate and reinforce what is learnt in the classroom. 
 To build up basic skills (particularly reading, writing and numeracy) 
 To become curious and independent learners. 
 To develop good study habits 
 To prepare for the next stage of education. 
 

Home learning set at Redlands Community Primary School endeavours to fulfil these 
objectives. In addition, home learning is a key part of our home-school policy. It is 
important that every child sees that home and school are working together in partnership 
to provide help, support and encouragement. Home learning can help to promote a 
positive attitude to learning at home and provides a vital link between home and school. 
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Additional Educational Needs 
As our home learning projects encourage children to use their own interests and preferred 
learning styles, pupils with additional needs will be able to complete the projects to the 
best of their ability.  
 
Class teachers will also ensure that home learning set: 
 
 Is differentiated for and appropriate to the individual needs of the child, where 

necessary. 
 Is varied and has a range of ways of showing progress. 
 Has a clear focus and manageable timetable. 
 

How will pupils and parents know what has been achieved? 
At Redlands Community Primary School our pupils, parents and staff expect and receive 
immediate and appropriate feedback on home learning. Ways of providing these include: 
 
 Monitoring reading comments from parents and pupils in their reading logs. 
 Verbal feedback from class teachers/teaching assistants to each pupil. 
 Marking for achievement and/or effort of all home learning projects. 
 Written comments on the presentation of the work produced. 
 Electronic comments through our Home Learning Platform and relevant software 

that children use to support Maths home learning. 
 Praise and recognition in class and at home learning celebration events which 

reward and motivate all pupils. 
 
How parents and carers can support pupils’ learning through home learning. 
Parents and carers play a vital role in their children’s lasting success. At Redlands 
Community Primary School, home learning plays a valuable part of our home-school policy 
as a whole. That partnership is reflected in our Home-School agreement which makes it 
clear that we see the support for home learning as a joint undertaking. Each child is 
provided with a Learning Log book which invites parents to comment upon home learning 
given. We aim to involve parents wherever possible in supporting their children’s learning. 
We recommend that parents have a ‘little and often’ approach to home learning rather 
than an intensive period to complete tasks. Parents and carers can help with home 
learning in different ways at different stages. Most importantly, parents and carers are 
asked to: 
 
 Make it clear to pupils how much they value home learning and support the school 

in explaining how it can help their learning. 
 Praise and encourage pupils when they take pride in their home learning. 
 Provide a peaceful and comfortable place, free from distractions such as television, 

where pupils can concentrate on their home learning. If this is difficult, parents 
might encourage pupils to attend other places where home learning can be done, 
such as study clubs, study support centres, or libraries. 

 Encourage pupils of all ages to read as much and as widely as possible. 
 Ensure Reading Logs and Learning Log comments are filled in as appropriate. 
 Attend home learning celebration events where possible. 

 
Setting home learning for different stages. 
In setting home learning we will plan to: 
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 Establish a consistent routine for pupils and parents. 
 Reflect the age and skills of the pupils involved. 

 
For pupils of all ages, home learning will be set systematically by class teachers and each 
child will keep a Learning Log containing evidence of home learning set. All tasks will be set 
on a Thursday.  
 
Tasks will be split into two types: weekly skills and a home learning project which will last 
approximately six weeks. As the children transition through the school, they will be 
expected to organise their home learning time and decide when to complete each task in 
the time given. 
 
Home learning set at Redlands Community Primary School is monitored to determine: 
 
 That these aims are being met. 
 That the full ranges of types of home learning are being set consistently. 
 That projects are given appropriate feedback from class teachers. 

 
 
Supporting teaching and learning through home learning. 
The responsibility for seeing that home learning is completed is the parent, child and class 
teacher. Staff see this responsibility as an important part of their professional duties. In 
addition, we provide for an overview of the home learning that is set in the school. If 
parents to not understand a home learning task, they are more than welcome to contact 
the teacher for additional advice and information. Using the Home Links diaries is a good 
way of communicating this.  
 
There is a designated senior member of staff responsible: 
 For managing the policy. 
 For ensuring that it is implemented and monitored as part of the School 

Improvement Plan. 
 For responding to concerns of parents. 

 
At the moment the designated member of staff is Mr. Peet 
 
Our planning identifies that all staff share an understanding that home learning needs to 
be: 
 
 Specific, differentiated and manageable for pupils at different ages and can be 

appropriately supported by parents and carers. 
 Regularly monitored to ensure that the demands of home learning are as evenly 

balanced as possible. 
 Clearly linked to daily progress in the classroom, in particular, in relation to literacy, 

numeracy and ICT. 
 Regularly monitored and evaluated internally by staff. 
 In addition the school recognises that the home learning policy is part of the 

induction process of NQTs and other staff who join the school. 
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Helping pupils to achieve through home learning. 
At Redlands Community Primary School we ensure that pupils of all ages understand what 
they are expected to do at home, and why, and how it will help them to improve their 
work in class. A clear description of why home learning is an important aspect of their 
education will be provided for pupils. That description will make it clear that: 
 
 A positive attitude towards home learning is part of helping pupils to achieve high 

standards. 
 Home learning will be marked and monitored to high and consistent standards. 
 Home learning will be returned to pupils speedily and marked in a way which they 

understand. 
 A positive attitude towards home learning will help pupils when they reach 

secondary school. 
 
The time set for home learning is less important than the quality of tasks set and the way 
in which they relate clearly to supporting learning in the classroom. However, each project 
will have a guideline of time to be spent on the project and a breakdown of how the 
project could be achieved over the six weeks. 
 
Home learning tasks will be set on the same date for the whole school and deadlines and 
celebration afternoons will be shared with parents at the beginning of the school year. This 
hopes to give parents the flexibility to plan home learning around their lifestyles and extra-
curricular interests. There may be additional activities set to support children who are 
preparing to sit statutory and optional tests or need ‘catch-up’ support. 
 
 

Summary of allocation for home learning projects and weekly skills activities 
 

 
Year Group 

 

 
Home learning project 

 

 
Weekly Skills 

 
EYFS 

 
6 Home Learning projects per 

year (one per half term) 

 Daily Reading 
 Phonics flash cards 
 Maths activities 
 High Frequency Words/ 

Spelling 

Year 1 & 2 

 
6 Home Learning projects per 

year (one per half term) 

 Daily Reading 
 MyMaths 
 Spellings/ Phonics flash 

cards 

 
Year 3 & 4 

 

 
6 Home Learning projects per 

year (one per half term) 

 Daily Reading 
 MyMaths 
 Spellings/ Grammar 

activities 

Year 5 & 6 

 
6 Home Learning projects per 

year (one per half term) 

 Daily Reading 
 MyMaths 
 Spellings/ Grammar 

activities 
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SSaannccttiioonnss  
  
WWhhaatt  wwiillll  hhaappppeenn  iiff  mmyy  cchhiilldd  iiss  llaattee  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  hhoommee  lleeaarrnniinngg??  
WWee  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthhaatt  ssoommeettiimmeess  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  ccaann  ooccccuurr  tthhaatt  mmaayy  ccaauussee  aa  cchhiilldd  ttoo  bbee  llaattee  
iinn  mmeeeettiinngg  tthhee  ddeeaaddlliinnee  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  hhoommee  lleeaarrnniinngg..  IIff  tthhiiss  iiss  tthhee  ccaassee,,  wwee  rreeqquuiirree  aann  
eexxppllaannaattiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhee  ppaarreenntt  oorr  ccaarreerr  eexxppllaaiinniinngg  tthhee  rreeaassoonniinngg  bbeehhiinndd  mmiissssiinngg  tthhee  ddeeaaddlliinnee..  
IInn  tthhiiss  ccaassee,,  wwee  wwiillll  aaggrreeee  aann  eexxtteennssiioonn  ddaattee  ffoorr  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ttoo  bbee  ccoommpplleetteedd,,  hhoowweevveerr  tthhee  
tteeaacchheerr  iiss  nnoott  oobblliiggeedd  ttoo  mmaarrkk  tthhee  hhoommee  lleeaarrnniinngg  wwhheenn  iitt  iiss  hhaannddeedd  iinn..    
  
IIff  tthheerree  iiss  nnoott  aann  eexxppllaannaattiioonn  aass  ttoo  wwhhyy  tthhee  hhoommee  lleeaarrnniinngg  ttaasskk  iiss  llaattee,,  wwee  wwiillll  aassssuummee  tthhaatt  
tthhee  ttaasskk  iiss  iinnccoommpplleettee..    
  
WWhhaatt  wwiillll  hhaappppeenn  iiff  aa  cchhiilldd  ddooeess  nnoott  ccoommpplleettee  aa  hhoommee  lleeaarrnniinngg  ttaasskk??  
IIff  tthhee  cchhiilldd  hhaass  nnoott  ccoommpplleetteedd  aa  wweeeekkllyy  ttaasskk,,  wwee  wwiillll  aasskk  ffoorr  tthhee  cchhiilldd  ttoo  mmiissss  rreeccrreeaattiioonn  
ttiimmee  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  tthhee  ttaasskk  iinn  sscchhooooll..  IIff  tthhee  cchhiilldd  hhaass  nnoott  ccoommpplleetteedd  aa  hhoommee  lleeaarrnniinngg  
pprroojjeecctt,,  ppaarreennttss  wwiillll  bbee  ccoonnttaacctteedd  bbyy  MMrr  PPeeeett  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  hhoommee  lleeaarrnniinngg  cceelleebbrraattiioonn  eevveenntt  
ttoo  eennssuurree  tthhaatt  aallll  cchhiillddrreenn  ccaann  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  tthhiiss  eevveenntt..    
  
WWhhaatt  iiff  tthhee  hhoommee  lleeaarrnniinngg  ttaasskk  ddooeess  nnoott  mmeeeett  oouurr  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  ppoolliiccyy  ((PPRROOUUDD))  oorr  rreefflleecctt  
tthhee  ttiimmee  ggiivveenn??  
AAtt  RReeddllaannddss  PPrriimmaarryy  SScchhooooll,,  wwee  eennccoouurraaggee  hhiigghh  eexxppeeccttaattiioonnss  ffrroomm  oouurr  ppuuppiillss  aatt  aallll  ttiimmeess..  
OOnn  tthhee  rraarree  ooccccaassiioonnss  wwhheerree  wwoorrkk  iiss  ddeeeemmeedd  ttoo  bbee  uunnrreefflleeccttiivvee  ooff  tthhee  cchhiilldd’’ss  aabbiilliittyy,,  wwee  
wwiillll  aasskk  tthheemm  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  tthhee  wwoorrkk  aaggaaiinn  ttoo  aa  bbeetttteerr  ssttaannddaarrdd..      
  
    


