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INTRODUCTION

Discovery Schools Trust has adopted a clear ‘no debt’ policy relating to the Wrap Around
Care (WAC) provision. Whilst schools offering WAC provision aim to work with and support
parents/carers manage these payments, this has resulted in the Trust incurring unpaid
debts.

The key is to prevent the debt occurring in the first instance which can be achieved using
the following methods:

1. Make the payment process easy for the parent/carer

2. Always request payment in advance

3. Where available, use Parent Pay to prepay all WAC sessions

4. Allow multiple payment options for parents/carers

Inevitably not all debts can be prevented using the techniques above, where a debt is
accrued the following procedure should be undertaken:
1. Discuss the matter with parents to alert them to the debt
2. Send debt reminder letters to make it clear that all WAC debts must be cleared or
provision may be withdrawn (appendix 1).
3. Consider an affordable payment plan that will ensure debt is recovered within an
agreed timeframe.

Where parents are not engaging with the WAC provision, the following mechanisms are
recommended:

1. Write to the parent/carer confirming withdrawal of their WAC place/s (if child/ren
is/are still attending) and give a final deadline by which to clear the whole debt,
explaining that non-compliance may result in legal action

2. Process the claim through the small claims court (debt should be £175 and above to
justify the approx. £100 fee). Please note that this option is only viable if
parent/carer is in employment.

Please be mindful that the actions above need to be completed promptly to allow for
deliberate delays and those children who will be due to leave the school in year 6.

In addition to the above, it is important to have the appropriate financial controls in place to
ensure you can recover the debt successfully. Key controls to consider are:

- Accurate registers
- Issuing receipts upon payment (Parentpay)
- Booking forms (for wrap around care)
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